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TURKEY AT HOME AND ABROAD 





OMESTIC reform and negotiations 
with foreign governments have made 
rapid advance in Turkey within the past 
month. A new milestone was reached by 
the Angora Government in its progress 
toward westernization when on Febru- 
ary 17 the Assembly formally adopted a 
wm new Civil Code drafted during recent 
months by the Angora Faculty of Law un- 
der the energetic leadership of the Turk- 
ish Minister of Justice. The new code is an 
adaptation of the Swiss Civil Code of 1912. 
It takes the place of the Sheriat, or religi- 
ous law, abolished two years ago, and the 
uncodified common law whose complexi- 
ties and antiquated character made its 
continued use undesirable. The new code 
introduces notable changes in the legal 
status of women, who obtain for the first 
time equal rights of inheritance with men 
and equal rights in matters of divorce. The 
" legal status of Christian and Jewish mi- 
norities is identical with that of Mos- 
lems. 

At the same time the Turkish Govern- 
ment is making progress in the clarifica- 
tion of its relations with foreign nations. 
During the first week of February a 
treaty of amity was concluded with 
Chile, and negotiations were begun for a 
commercial treaty with Holland. The 
three-year peace pact with Russia was 
ratified in Angora on February 12, and a 
week later an agreement was concluded 
with the American High Commissioner at 
Constantinople granting a six-months’ ex- 
tension of most-favored-nation treatment 
on American imports, pending American 
action on the Lausanne Treaty. 

A week ago an important agreement 
was negotiated with Turkey by the 
French High Commissioner to Syria. 
This instrument provides for arbitration 
of all disputes between France and Tur- 

key affecting Syria, and ensures that 
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neither of the contracting parties shall 
enter into an aggressive combination 
against the other. Turkey is understood 
to have made slight territorial gains in 
the Killis region, whereas France has 
profited by the clauses guaranteeing the 
security of the Turco-Syrian boundary, to 
which region almost one-third of the 
French troops in Syria have had to be 
diverted during recent months. 


Turkey’s relations with England are 
still darkened by the shadow of the 
League award in the Mosul dispute. Con- 
versations have recently taken place in 
Angora between the Turkish Government 
and Sir Ronald Lindsay, the British re- 
presentative to Turkey, but no definite 
pronouncement has yet resulted. Tewfik 
Rushdi Bey, the Turkish Foreign Minis- 
ter, received no encouragement from Eu- 
ropean governments recently consulted by 
him as to their attitude in the event of a 
Turkish declaration of war for the posses- 
sion of Mosul. Further misgivings have 
been aroused by the failure of the Brit- 
ish Labor Party and the radical wing of 
the Liberal Party to prevent ratifica- 
tion by the British House of Commons of 
the Anglo-Iraq Treaty of January 13, 
1926 extending for 25 years the term of 
the British mandate over Iraq, including 
the Mosul Vilayet. Forty-five per cent 
of the British M. P.’s voting on the mo- 
tion for ratification of the Treaty opposed 
the Government measure, preferring a 
peaceful solution of the Mosul question 
along the lines of the Locarno Treaties. 
The British Government still hopes that 
war may be avoided by the adoption of 
some formula which will partially satisfy 
Turkish claims in the Mosul region and 
at the same time confirm the substance of 
the League award. 


ELIZABETH P. MACCALLUM. 











Chinese Reaction 


*T°HE inconsistency between the So- 

viets’ words of sympathy for China 
and its Czaristic maneuvers for con- 
tinued imperialistic privileges in Man- 
churia, has become the object of a vig- 
orous Chinese onslaught. No action 
could more conclusively disprove the 
charge that China is dominated by Bol- 
shevism. 


Opposition to Soviet influence, more 
than treason to Chinese nationalism prob- 
ably led the three Manchurian prov- 
inces to decide upon a federal union un- 
der Chang Tso-lin, with continued and 
even increased autonomy, but without for- 
mal secession from the Chinese Republic. 
Manchuria now desires to deal directly 
with Moscow and independently of Pe- 
king, a development which is not at all 
welcomed by the Bolshevists. Japanese in- 
fluence will probably be increased, and it 
is significant that the Japanese residents 
in Manchuria, in a second general meeting 
have adopted resolutions calling for Gov- 
ernment aid in consolidating their ju- 
dicial, financial, military and economic 
position. 

The Chinese Customs Conference and 
the Commission on Extraterritoriality 
are at present deadlocked. In the former, 
Japan is still resolutely opposed to the 
American and British willingness to grant 
an increase to 1214 per cent of the ordi- 
nary duty during the interim prior to Chi- 
nese autonomy becoming effective Janu- 
ary 1, 1929. Concerning extraterritor- 
iality, there is a serious disagreement 
over the scope of the Commission’s work. 
The United States, Great Britain and Ja- 
pan concede that the Washington Confer- 
ence terms of reference are now too lim- 
ited. Certain European nations, how- 
ever, are obstructing an expansion. 


The long anticipated consequence of 
this failure of the Powers to enable the 
Peking Government to report prompt and 
wide successes to the Chinese people are 
two: first, widespread resentment against 
the Central Government and, second, a ra- 
pidly increasing insistence upon unila- 
teral action on China’s part. That this 
latter movement must be reckoned with 
is demonstrated by Chinese Minister Sze’s 
statement in Brooklyn last Sunday. He 
insisted upon China’s right to denounce 
the unequal treaties and stated that a 
popular demand for abrogation on China’s 
part “should not cause surprise, or war- 
rant just criticism.” In diplomatic lan- 
guage, he warned the Powers against a 
continuation of the delay which has char- 
acterized their handling of the situation 
during the past nine months. 


R. T. R. 


The Editors assume responsibility for the opinions expressed in this Bulletin. 
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Rakovsky on Russia N 


Y FAR the most interesting official] 

statement that has come lately from 
Russia is contained in the two articles by | 
Christian Rakovsky, Soviet Ambassador 9 
to France, in the New York Times of Feb. 
ruary 21, and February 22. 


In the first article Rakovsky describes 
the economic conditions of the Soviet 
State and asserts that the agricultural, in. 
dustrial and financial progress is so great 
as to be already approaching pre-war con.) NE 
ditions. The second article, the more im- 
portant of the two, explains the reasons} /? 
for the decrease of Third Internationa] 
propaganda and outlines Russia’s policy 
of economic collaboration with “capitalist 
nations.” Mr. Rakovsky writes that his 
Government “regards it as the duty of wi 
loyalty in its relations with foreign pow-) 
ers never to interfere in their home af-) pe 
fairs.” Even more important is his of. 
fer of close economic collaboration be- 
tween the “capitalist nations” and Russia, 

Mr. Walter Duranty, the correspondent 
of the New York Times at Moscow, anal- 
yzing the articles of Rakovsky (February 


22) points out that the Soviet spokesman oll 
has failed to mention the question of the} cap 
peasants who are by far the most import-| po , 
ant single factor in the Soviet Union. For} gog; 
the peasant problem is the underlying) jor 
reason for Russia’s evolution toward cap-) not 


italist methods, or, as Mr. Rakovrky says) pe 
“for the new phase in Russia’s evolution.” 

Mr. Duranty adds that “the Soviet Gov- 
ernment has shown not only in these ar- 
ticles by Mr. Rakovsky, but in its ex. 
change of diplomatic notes with England, 
France and the United States, that in re 
turn for credits it is willing to admit the 
principle of recognition of former debts 
of the Russian State. I have every rea 
son to believe that the Soviet Government 
is now prepared to go even further and 
recognize not only the debts of the former 
Russian State, but the right to compensa- 
tion of foreign nationals injured financial 
ly by the Bolshevik revolution.” 
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Senators Borah and Reed (Missouri) 
opened last week their campaign to de 
feat Senators McKinley of Illinois and 
Lenroot of Wisconsin. The declared pur- 
pose of this crusade is to take the United 
States out of the World Court. Because 
of local conditions, both Senators McKin 
ley and Lenroot are being bitterly opposed 
for renomination. If, therefore, they are 
defeated following the _ irreconcilables 
present campaign against the Court, the 
enemies of the Court will loudly proclaim 
that the Court has been defeated by 
“solemn referendum.” This sort of poli 
ical maneuver is unworthy of the Chai 
man of the Foreign Relations Committee 
of the Senate. 
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